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The Knaw-Poft : Or, the PiFure of a Critick. 
——= Ext fi nor aligns nocuiffes mortuus effes. Virg. 


Might juftly be efteem’d but one Degree re- 
mote from a Madman, thus to go to Lo- 
gerheads with the Crisicks, and oppote their 
lnfallibilicy at my own Peril, unlets | was 

very well aflur’d, that howfoever my own Abi- 
lities may be unequal tothe Subject, yee I thall 
certainly find more effectual Affiftants, who la- 
bour under the fame Sentence and Misfortunes. 
All Prejudices I utterly denounce, and as I am 
unbiafs’d my felf, in my Opinion, | care as little 
tor the Opinion of thofe who are always known 
co infule the beft of Men, therefore I approve 
of the Heroine’s Advice to her Amazonian Sifter. 


Ad fidas tu pone manus, & dicito, fait, Fade. 
Carm. Macaron. Editio ult. Paritius. 165 3. 


A Critick in Learning and the Sciences, is like 
a Fop in external Habits, both endowed with 
the fame admirable Qualities of admiring none 
but themfelves, and both of the fame intrinfick 
Value: The Fop, it by Chance, out of his con- 
defcending “Curiofity, he efpies trom 14's Bal- 
cony, either a faithful Pair ot old Shooe-ftrings, 
or an ancient modell’d Wallecoat with knotted 
Fringe, flies immediately to the refuge of bis, 
Snuff-Box, or Eflence-Bottle torevive his Spirits, 
and perhaps gives a Squiut on his own brocaded 
Waltecoat ; indeed the modern Critick is a little 
more active, for he boldly and refolutely draws 
his Pen, like the fam’d Draucanfir, attacks 
Friend and Foe, ancient and modern, and 
whets his Teeth, tho’ according tg Horace, be 
has little Reafon to fhew them, 


Fisc niger efi, hunctu, Romane cavete. 


not forgetting to recommend his own Excellen- 
cles obliquely. 

Tho’ the Kingdom of Critie:/m is vaftly ex- 
tenfive, and perhaps che Oureks has Empire 
enough of his own, to exercile his Authority and 
Severity in, yet itis too narrow for his ambiti- 
ous Mind. Contributions muft be rais’d from 
every Province to maintain the Warrier, and 
each fingle City mult aflift with Ammunition to 
defend the Hero; tho’ the Comparifon will be 
more jult, if joyn'd to the Jralian Banaitri, tor 
there are Laws of Arms, but none of Crin- 
cifm: Tho’ their Family be ancient, and very re- 
gularly fucceflive ; Hiftories are filent in many 
particulars , concerning them, alate Author has 
hinted at their Pedigree, but he found himfelt 
deficient, and was forc’'d to make ufe of Ge. as 
Boys are faid to exprefs their Meaning, by cheit 
Mumping. The Race foon fpread it felf, like 
the wandring, Jews, thro’ every Country; and 
Men at firft were more regular and careful in thei: 
Compolures, till that Arc, like many others tele 
the Effects of Time and barbarous Invations: At 
this Day we have fome Sketches of it; for the 
Englifh Criticks ave tam’d for genteel Railery, the 
French for unmannerly and farcaftical Compli- 
ments, and the Duch tor good Paper good 
Print, and a good fizeable Volume: Ic fares 
wich the Critick generally, as it does with a Fire- 
fhip, which contifting of the moft combuttible 
and ufelefs Matter, drives headlong among, the 
Men of War, and falls foul on all Sorts and Sizes, 
bue chiefly on thofe whofe Ruin will be moft Ad- 
ventagious and honourable: How long did the 
Datch Commentators exercife their Tongues and 
Hands, before it-was univerfally agreed upon, 
whether Horace hada Mother or no? What Vo- 
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fumes and Treaties were fpun out before fuch a} 
weighty Point could be adjufted ; but yet all 
agreed as unanimoufly in cenfuring the Poct’s 
Mefefs, asa late Author did in his own, who 
to fet the Prefs forward, wrote an infignificant 
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But the Critcks are ftill unhappfer, in that they 
can have no Partners in their Miferies, tho’ they 
are Brother-Saints by Profeflion and Friends in 
Mifchief, yet the Flames of cach other’s Fury, 
like thofe of Freceles and Polynices, feparate, and 
hold no Communion with one another.— All 
their mutual Acquaintance ts to learntheir De- 
fects, and all their Love is in expofing one ano- 
ther, asif others Lofs were their Gain, or if, like 
the Tartars, by difpatching fome comely and 
proper Perfon, they were to inherit his Accom- 
plifhments. Has not Belz—o travell’d over all 
the Werld of Learning, like Sir Francis Drake, and 
upon the fame Grounds, which fome call Plun- 
der ? Has he not fall’n foul upon every Rock, 
nay, even the Bifhop and his fix Clerks, to fhew 
what Subftance his Bark is made of, and to bid 
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Miller, or at leaft fome Circumftances of it, how. 
ever diverting in former Times, be equall’d by 
a more modern Allufion? In fine, our Critich 
employs a greater Part of Life in judicioutly ob. 
ferving the 40f/urdities of a Poem, than the Ay. 
thor himfelf in peitecting the Beauties and | 
may veuture to affirm, that the Effe&s of both 
their Labours are as diffinctly contrary as the 
Labours themfelves. 

Thus Ihave bricfly fhewn you the Knaw-P, ft. 


j. e. Given you the Piéture of a Critick ; if you'd 


fee his Effigies more at length, view it in this 
Light: Your right Critick mafters Objects, and 
is never mafter’d by them 3 he prefently founds 
the Loctom of the profoundeft Depth. He knows 
very well ( that’s thinks he knows ) how tomake 
the Anatomy of Mens Capacities: Let him bot 
look upon a Man, and he'll dive into the Depth 
of him, and know him throughly: He deciphers 
all the Secrets of the clofeft Heart, he is quick 
in conceiving, fevere incen{uring, and jadicious 
in drawing his Confequences ; he difcovers all, 
obferves all, and comprehends all; but it isto 
be cbferved, that there is great Difference be- 
cwixt common criticifing and backbiting, for the 
one is grounded upon Indifference, and the other 
upon Malice; but as the Cririck’s condemning of 
every thing, is an infupportable Extravagance of 
Mind, fo on the other hand, the approving all 
Things is the fillicit Piece of Pedantry : Howe- 
ver every Thing is good or bad, according to 


Defiance to Danger? Tho’-his Talent lies in 

sreeable Railery, and want of Ceremony, his 
Modelty has aflum’d the Office of Maffer of the 
Ceremonies, tointroduce his young Plants into the 
Favour of the learned. 

Belz—o has been the Qyixot of the Age, and 
out of blind Zeal, to fhew his Courage, has 
routed his Friends for his Foes, has frequently 
affulted Paper-Mills, and with the filent Elo- 
quence of one Pinch of true Spanifh, can change 
the Nature as well as Truth of an Argument, 
which fhews that it is the Snuff, and not the Brain 
which makes te Critéck : Such infallible Proofs 
as thefe, may pethaps prove the Ancients not 
only to have been infipid and tafllefs, but never 
tohave been at all, and that fuch Doftrines are 
idle Imaginations, and contemptible Ideas. How 
inconfiderable would Aichard the Tyrant’s Vifion, 
the Nighs before Bofworth Battle, appear, 
Should al] the Ghofts of murder’d Poets and 
Writers joyn together in a firm Battalion, and 
and breakin upon Belz—o’s Midnight Projection. 


Aad might not the Story of King Fobn, and the 


the Whimfey of the Critick; and take Noutce 
there are as many Opinions as Faces, and a 
great Difference amongft the one as the other: 
The Quarrel about our Saviour’s defcention into 
Feil hath ( poflibly ) {ent many a Man thither to 
fee ;nothing breeds more Atheilts among us than 
avain criticifiue : The Arminian will find a Rea- 
fon in us of God’s Decrees. The Socinians wil 
havea Reafon tous of his Myfteries, Except h9 
fee, they will not believe ( Yobn 20, 28.) and 10 
Faith is become, as fome of thefe Criticks have 
made bold to cail it Theologorum Ludibrium Scr 
tiurarum Tyrannidem : But I woud ask thefe 5 
cintans, Why may we not apprehend fome Things by 
Fatth, which we cannot reach by Reafin? But be 
the Critick, cither right or wrong in his Judg- 
ment, this is certain (Reader) there is no Fault 
without an Adherent, and thou oughtelt not (0 
be difcouraged, if what thou doeft, pleafes no 
fome, feeing there will always be others who wil 
value it 5. but be not proud of the Approbation o 
thefe, fince you will be {till expofed to the Cea- 


fureof others. There cannot bea plainer It 
ftance 
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ftance of this, than the Clafhing of Philofophers 
in their Opinions. For one Aypothe/is is no foon- 
cr our, but “is fuck’d up, like their Notions of 
the Planers, a a greater Force and Gravitation of 
another. We have feena Des-Cartes run down, 
whofe Reputation is. ablorb’d by the more pre- 
vailing Power of new Theor ies tho’ if we take a 
: jew of t them, Ww e fhail fin id they have not had 
ie 2p pinels of giving any greater SatistaGtion. 
Ti faying, fomething New a ind Si urprifing, makes 
fich Speculations at firft to be in Vogue, and 
gives them a Reputation; but a little Time 
wears this off, and then Men find they are juftas 
wife as they were before. There’e no End of 
a“ Philofcphical Solutions 5 and indeed the Reaioa 
, becaufe there is no fure treading at the Be- 
vinnhee } 5 the Natures of Things being CO us 
wholly unaccountable. Had God defign dws fo 
fo critical a Search into his World, he wou'd have 
tie us other Senfes, and not fuch as cin skim 
the Surface, butcan go nodeeper. There is 
one Thing hath advanc’d the gt aggre of fuch 
Speculations, and that is, the Adathematica 
Learning, with which they appear nae World. 
suc notwithiftanding this, itis not in the Powe 
of that Science, to give us any clearer Account of 
the Natureof Things; and how high foever we 
may imagin to foar by the help of this, I doubr 
fuchThings as thefe will fi:2 be above us. The Cii- 
ticks may calculate as long as they pleafe, the Force 
and Power of Bodies; but this will never make 
the Natures of them the more known, or Natura! 
Philofophy the lefs uncertain. And ’ctis obferva- 
ble, that Des-Cartes, whofe Principles are now 


out of Repute, was himfelf no mean Adathemari- | 


cians and altho’ the Mafters of this Science are 
agreed in the Demononftrations which properly 
belong unto it; yet that they are not foin their 
Obfervations upon Nature, their different Hy- | 
pat hefes are fu many undeniable Inftances; which 
fhews, that tho as Adatcematicians, yet they have | 
not hicherto agreed as Natural Philofophers. It 
may be demoniftrably prov’d, that the World| 
wascreated ; but when we go about to dive into! 
the Manner of it, there indeed we are wholly at 


a Lofs; and we fhew more Vanity and Pre/umption | 


in our Reafonings, than Truth and Solidity. A! 
Man wou’d (mile at the Folly of that Critick that | 
fhou'd pretend to give an Account of the curious | 
Make of aWatch, when he hardly knows how to} 
wind it up; and yet weare fo far from knowing | 
how the World was created, that it is to be que- 
ftion’d, whether we underftand the moft ordina- 


ry Appearances in it; the Structure of the leaft | themfelves. 
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| Tafect being able to baffle the greateft Philofo 
pher. ‘Tis the Obfervation of a Noble Perfon 
( and of ove, who knew as much of Nature, as any 
whatever ) that we are not fo competent Judges 
of Wifdom, as we are of Fuftice and Veracity; tor 
thefe laftnam’d, are to be eftimated by eternal 
and fixed Bounds or eee which are very intelli- 
gible to a moderate Under ftanding 5 but as for 
Wi/d om, the more profound it is, che lefs we are 
able to look thro’ it, and penetrating to the 
Bottom of it, to judge knowingly of its Actions. 
Thus far that great Man. And ic wou'd beconie 
our modern Criticks, to imitate him in his Mo- 
defty, as well as in that Search which he made ta 
Nature. Philofophy, as well as Religion, teach- 
eth a Manto be humble and modett ; he that 
makes this his Study, will find his greatct Dit- 
coveries to be thofe of his Weakne/s and /gnovance. 
Such an Ignorance, as appears after a ftri& and 
rational Search into the Myfteries-either of Na- 
cure or Revelation, ts the true Mother both ot 
Devotion in Religion, and Modefty in Philolo- 
phy : and we need not be Q aid of being thought 
either Papifts in the one, Or Arifforelians in tO 
other 3 and therefore the X an Pal (or conccit- 
ed Critick) is no Oracle to Men of Senfe. The 
Rule whereby to know what deferves Eiteen) is 
the Approbation of Meh of Worth, and of fuck 
is are capable of being good Judges of the Thing : 
The Civil and Philofip' ick Li ife, Moves not upon 
one fingle Opinion, nor upon one fingle Cuftom, 
and yet how dogmatical are fome of our modern 
| Knaw-Poffs, and how have they, as ’twere 7 aiv- 
‘ted the Ar ts and Sciences, for, 
1. Some Criticks there are, who fpend their 
‘whole Timein Grammar and Rhetorick, i. € in 
learning to fpeak well, but do not in the leatt 
‘think nor allow chemfelves any finall Portion of 
their Time to think, how they may live well. 
| Or! ers there are who are fo bufie in finding out 
the Riddles of 2 Logical Sphinx, that they examine 
‘all the Trifies and ‘Impertinences of Reafons, to 
‘find out what Reafonis, and in the Search there- 
‘of, oftentimes lofe themfelves and their Reafon 
too: Others there are, who by Arithmerick learn 
to divide gery thing into the moft minute Fra- 
@ions, and yet are fo bad Proficients, that they 
do not know how to divide a Half- penny witha 
Brother in Way of Charity. Many there are, 
' who by the Help of Ceomutry can give Limits to 
Grounds, and feparate them from one another, 
who can meafure Cities and Countries, and yet 
cannot attain fo far, as by any Rule to meafure 
The AMufical Critick can bring dif- 
ferens 


ae 


oe 


ferent Voices and Toncesicto one Hirmony, and 
yet ellthe while have nothing that is harmonious 
ia bisown Mind, nothing, which by Reafoa of 
the Perturbations of his Mind, doth not ruo 
counter to all Mufical Meafures. The firono- 
snev, whilft with fixed Eyes he looketh up to 
Heaven, and ferionfly vieweth the Motion of the 
Stars, ftumbles and falls into the next Ditcn 5 


toreteiling things ro come, he lofeth thoic that 
are prefent; though with Gxed Eves he looxsup 


to Heaven, yet hath he a Mind which ts ituck fall 
inthe Mire of this World. The Perl: ‘oper dil- 
puteth gravely and accurately of the Natere of 
Things, and yet cannot attain tothe Kuowledge 
of himfelf. The Phyfical Critick takes Care of 
the Health of others, but as to the Kaowledge 
of the Difeafes of his own Mind, he is as bliad 
asa Beetle, he very well knows the Beating and 
Alteration of his own Pulfe, but how tocure the 
burning Fever of his Mind (to which all his 
Thoughts in the firft Place ought to have been 
converted ) he knows nothing of it, nor in the 
leaft regards it. The Hifforian hath the Theban 
and Trojan Wars at his Fingers Ends, but 1s 
wholly ignorant of what more nearly concerns 
him. The Lawyer maketh Laws for all the 
World, but he cannot make any Law for himfelf. 
The Divine, (or Reverend Critick,) earneftly 
contends for, and difputeth about the Faith, but 
never thinks of Charity; he {peaks much of God, 
but to help his Neighbour in Time of Need, he 
regards not. Arts and Sciences therefore do in- 
deed weary the Minds of the Criticks with conti- 
nual Labour, but yield them no Eafe nor Quiet. 
By how much our Minds are filled with Know- 
ledge, by fo much we defire more, nor doth any 
Science take away thofe Conttroverfies, which 
diftraé the Minds of Men, nor remove thofe Cares 
and Troubles which perpetually vex them. rts 
and Sciences do indecd polifh the Minds of Meo, 
but they do not free them from Vices and Difea- 
fes. Learning doth indeed cultivate Men, and 
make ’em Criticks, butit doth not make ‘em good, 
nor truly wife. To all which we may add, that 


by bow much the greater Knowledge we attain unto, 


by {0 much we know bow {mall Proficrents we have 
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preety by how muchthe Mind is filled with k 
‘ledge, by fo much the more it kno 
lEmptinefs: how great foever the Know 
of Men may be in this World, it is Only o 
icaft Part of thofe Things which we are ignorant 
of ; lo that the bohicft Pitch which cur W fom sf 
Attain wntoy ty to know our own lgnorance and Want 
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of Knowledge, the Top of Man's Perfeetion 
confifts in the Knowledge of his ImperfeSion 
which whofoever attaineth to, is endued with 
greater Wifdom than others, and may be reckon. 
ed the molt perfect. 

Theu fure lam, "tis great Folly in the Knar-P yf 
orempty Cririck ) to take Pleafure in blattin 
the Reputation of others, or to talk of their Ig. 
norance and Want of Learning, when they are 
themielves juft fo wile as to know nothing, or at 
moft nothing but Names (as I prov’d at large in 
my Ignorant Poff) but fome Criticks are willing 
to walh out, or at leaft tocover their Stains, by 
by expofing thofe of others; rhey eafe the Senfe of 
their own I Defects, by confi lering that others have 
Faults alfo; which Cas wile as fuch Criticks may 
think themfelves ) is no better than the Confila- 
tion of Fools: This is certain, there is no Maa 
Living, but hath fome Original Failing ; then let 
our Avaw-Pofi take heed, that he be not a Regi- 
{ter of Calumnies, for fuch a Critick fets up for a 
very {piteful Pattern, and is the worft Sort of 


Blockhead, as he is in reality both Knave and 
Fool. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


N next Oracle will be inferted, The Catholick 
Pojt : Or, News from Rome. 


(S* About a Week hence will be publifhed 
the general Title, Preface and Index to theFirlt 
Volume of Dunton’s Oracle. 
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